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mony of Russo-Italian views—which was set down in a
formal written agreement at Racconigi thirteen months
later, in October, 1909.34
From Desio Izvolski started for France. At Meaux, just
before his train reached Paris, he bought a newspaper and
was startled at the indications that Aehrenthal and Prince
Ferdinand of Bulgaria appeared about to put into immediate
effect'part of the plans which had been discussed at
Buchlau.85 The news was confirmed by a letter from
Aehrenthal which was handed to him upon his arrival at
Paris.
THE BOSNIAN CRISIS OF 1908-1909
In Serbia the news caused great indignation and excite-
ment. Newspaper "extras" bitterly denounced the infringe*
ment of the Treaty of Berlin and demanded preparations
for a life and death struggle against Austria. Only thus
could the Powers be aroused to support Serbia.36 Serbian
Ministers assumed that war was inevitable. The Skup-
shtina was hurriedly called together; credits were voted for
war; preparations for mobilization were made; armed irreg-
ular bands, the famous "Comitadjis," were formed; and the
"National Defense" (Narodna Odbrana) society was estab-
34G.P, XXVI, 43, 55-64; XXVII, 319 ff,, 399 ff.   Writing on Nov.
4,	1909, Izvolski speaks of this identity of Russo-Italian views on Balkan
questions between himself and Tittoni as having been formulated "nearly
two years ago";  ibid., p. 424;  Siebert-Schreiner, p.  151.    This Desio
interview and earlier negotiations concerning the Sanjak railway project
may explain Giolitti's curious mistake (Memoirs oj My Life, London,
1923, pp. 202-204) in giving 1907, instead of 1909, as the date of the
Bacconigi bargain.
 35	Crozier, op. cit., p. 571.   The Austrian Ambassador at Paris, hear-
ing that President FaLlieres would be out of town on Oct. 5, decided to
present Francis Joseph's letter to him on Oct. 3 under strict secrecy,
but Pichon at once telegraphed the news to the French ambassadors
abroad and something of it leaked out to the French papers (Crozier
p.567f.; G.P., XXVI, 101 f.).
 36	Report of Austrian Charge d'Affaires in Belgrade, 9 P.M., Octobei
5,	1908; Conrad, I, 113; G.P., XXVI, 247 ff.

